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BOMA Energy Committee To Hold Seminar on Energy Management Essentials for
Office Buildings Sept. 26

The BOMA Bay Area Energy Committee is hosting an important update seminar on energy matters related to
commercial office buildings on Wednesday, September 26th , prior to the monthly BOMA luncheon, at the Palace Hotel
in downtown San Francisco. The program will feature speakers on how to currently assess your energy situation, reduce
energy consumption, use incentive programs to upgrade facilities, protect owners with new lease language, and will use
case studies to illustrate success stories.  Sponsors or the event include Lighting Technology Services, NRG Energy Center
and the Mirant Corporation. Call BOMA for a registration flyer or sign up online at       www.bomasf.org    . The cost is $75 for
members/$95 for non-members.

BOMA Building Codes Task Force To Hold Seminar on Office Tenant Improvement
Permits October 3rd
The BOMA Building Codes Task Force has put together an excellent workshop on the Office Tenant Improvement (OTI)
process that building managers must understand to adequately assist their tenants with upgrades or move-ins. The
process for obtaining permits in San Francisco can be frustrating at times, and knowing what to do, what NOT to do, and
who are the key players at the Department of Building Inspection (the city’s building department) is critical to
keeping to a pre-arranged construction schedule. This seminar is a MUST ATTEND for anyone managing an office
building in SF! Presenters will include representatives from the DBI, San Francisco Fire Department, permit expediters
and architects.  The seminar will be held at the Westin St. Francis Hotel on Union Square, from 8:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Cost:
$75 members/$95 non-membersRegister online at       www.bomasf.org    .

BOMA Government and Public Affairs Committee to Host Public Policy Forum
October 25th

Two very important public policy issues are being debated in San Francisco currently that greatly impact the business
community and our tenants: expanding the runway at SFO, and municipalizing the local production and distribution of
electric power. San Francisco citizens will vote on one proposal to limit in-fill of the Bay without voter approval, and
on two proposals regarding local power. One of these proposals would establish a Municipal Utility District, an
independent elected board that  would establish rates for energy usage, and manage production of electricity. The other
would create a new city water and power authority that would produce, distribute and manage water and electricity
production under a separately elected board. Both of these power proposals would usurp the position of PG & E as our
source of power in the City. Whether you agree or not, you should not miss this forum as it will be an interesting debate
of all viewpoints. Speakers currently planned include Stuart Sunshine (SFO), David Lewis (Save the Bay), Ed Smeloff
(San Francisco PUC), John Nimmons (John Nimmons & Associates), and Jim Ross (political consultant). The Forum is
also being co-hosted by the Committee on Jobs, Coalition for Better Housing, Downtown Association, Hotel Council of
San Francisco, San Francisco Apartment Association, and Union Square Association. It will be held on October 25th from
8:30 – 11:30 a.m. prior to the October BOMA luncheon featuring Dan Walters, political commentator for the Sacramento
Bee daily newspaper.  Cost: $75. Register online at       www.bomasf.org    .
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Have You Entered Your Building in the Commercial Recycler of the Year (CORY)
Awards? Deadline is September 1st!
Don’t let $20,000 go to someone else’s staff and janitorial workers because you didn’t take the time to enter BOMA’s 2nd

Annual Commercial Recycler of the Year awards! The deadline is approaching fast: September 1st. This year, BOMA
has teamed up with the City’s Solid Waste Management Program to offer hard cash awards for those buildings, hotels,
and restaurants that make an effort to reduce their solid waste discharge. Recycling has never been more important,
and now you could win recognition and money to share with those most responsible for your success in recycling.
Applications are available online at    www.bomasf.org  . Awards will be given out at the November 29th BOMA
luncheon at the Palace Hotel. Call Mark Rumpler, Chairman of BOMA’s Solid Waste Recycling Task Force at 415-973-
5611 if you have any questions. DON’T DELAY!

Announcing BOMA’s Fall Schedule of Recycling Brown Bag Meetings
The Solid Waste Recycling Task Force has established a program subcommittee that is busy putting together three
excellent brown bag  meetings this fall. The first will be September 25th and will focus on the city’s environmental
control regulations regarding keeping sidewalks clean, and the placement and maintenance of garbage containers, etc.
Officers from the SF Department of Public Works’ Bureau of Street Environmental Services will be presenting. There
are penalties for non-compliance! Other dates to set aside for recycling brown bags are October 24th for carpet recycling,
and December 4th for office furniture recycling. All three sessions will be held at noon at the PG & E building, 245 Market
Street, 14th floor. There is no charge, but you must register to avoid overcrowding. Please bring your own lunch.

Upcoming Fall DBI Brown Bag Lunch Talks
The San Francisco Department of Building Inspection regularly conducts lunchtime workshops on topics of interest to
BOMA members. The are free, held from noon – 1:30 p.m., at 1660 Mission Street in Room 2001, and are open to the
public. The fall lineup of four meetings offers a variety of subjects:

September 20: Minimum codes requirements and procedures for legalizing dwelling units
October 18: Sign permit requirements and inspections
November 15: Issues regarding sidewalks – Permits for using sidewalk space and maintenance requirements
December 20: Fences – Requirements, Permits, and Responsibilities

Call Laurence Kornfield, Chief Building Inspector, Technical Services Division, at DBI at 415-558-6244 for details.

New Bicycle Parking Requirements On Horizon for SF Building Owners
Bicycle access to downtown buildings is a current priority of the SF Bicycle Coalition. They are seeking to change the
current ordinance mandating parking in garages to include access to buildings without parking facilities and eventually
tenant spaces in buildings. The trigger for this new requirement will be pulling a renovation permit for a $1 million (or
more) and expanding the size of the building. This legislation is slated for probable approval next week at the Board of
Supervisors. It should be remembered that showers for cyclists are already required for new commercial buildings built
in San Francisco. The rights of property owners to protect their buildings, tenants, and rentable space are (once again)
being set aside by a more politically correct special interest group. Voice your concern to Supervisor Mark Leno (author
of the ordinance) and others on the Board of Supervisors by contacting their offices. Phone numbers are listed below:
Tom Ammiano – 415-554-5144 Sophie Maxwell – 415-554-7670
Chris Daly – 415-554-7970 Jake McGoldrick 415-554-7410
Matt Gonzalez – 415-554-7630 Gavin Newsom – 415-554-5942
Tony Hall – 415-554-6516 Aaron Peskin – 415-554-7450
Mark Leno – 415-554-7734 Gerardo Sandoval- 415-554-6975 Leland Yee – 415-554-7752.

DBI Issues Memo on Vertical Clearances in Parking Structures: Offers Info and
Alternatives
The Technical Services Division of the Dept. of Building Inspection recently issued a draft memo to the public
regarding the 8’2” clearances required for garage entrances. It contained good information on how to determine if an
unreasonable hardship existed and offered alternatives for building owners to consider.  The department issued a
bulletin in 1997 (AB-007) dealing with acceptable equivalent facilitation where an unreasonable hardship existed. It
is hoped these alternatives can be approved by the Department in a more expedited fashion but final ratification of an
unreasonable hardship is still required by the Access Appeal Commission. For details, contact Laurence Kornfield at
558-6244.



3

BOMA Calls on Governor to Appropriate More Money to Commercial Energy Users
For Conservation
The BOMA Energy Committee, through its BOMA California Executive Director Les Spahnn, has expressed its concern
that too much of the money being appropriated for energy conservation projects in the state is being directed at the
residential sector, and too little to the commercial sector, where the really big energy savings could be realized. In a
letter to the Governor, BOMA stated that building owners have been actively involved in investing in energy efficiency
programs and equipment for years, and have made huge expenditures to retrofit lighting, and upgrade chillers, install
variable speed fans, and other improvements that reduce power consumption. However, owners need faster payback
periods for many capital improvements, and need more of the loan monies being appropriated by the Legislature to be
directed to commercial sector.  The California Utility Commission and California Energy Commission recently
allocated nearly $600 million for energy conservation but only $25 million (or 3.7%) went to businesses. The rest was
allocated as follows:

$366 million (55%) for low income households
$135 million (20%) for government buildings and programs
$75 million (11%) for agricultural uses

BOMA also wanted the Governor to remember that commercial building owners have suffered the most of late by
having had their energy bills raised  over 60% during the past year, while low income families using less than 130% of
baseline have not had their rates increased at all.

Downtown Truck Ban Still Under Consideration by Dept of Parking and Traffic
Changes have been made to the recent DPT proposal to restrict trucks in the downtown area during business hours. The
reason behind the move was to unclog the streets due to double parking trucks making deliveries. The amended version
would still restrict trucks during the day between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. but would allow a window of time
between 10 am and noon. It would also increase the size of trucks that would be banned from 25’ to 33’. Buildings with
loading docks would still remain unaffected as well. BOMA’s position to this proposal remains opposed until evidence
of better enforcement of existing truck loading zones has been documented as ineffective. The Director of the Department
of Parking and Traffic, Fred Hamdun,did say his department would review their current enforcement practices for truck
loading zones and evaluate whether more such spaces are needed. Fines have already been raised for illegally parking
in such zones. Ticketing of drivers is also expected, instead of their vehicles. Legislation is being considered that would
designate certain parking control officers as persons able to ticket double-parking trucks and cars.(Currently, only the
police can do so.) To voice your concerns, contact Mr. Fred Hamdun at 415-554-9835

DBI Announces Public Workshop on new Guidelines for Aisle Width Dimensions
for the Disabled
The Department of Building Inspection will discuss a new administrative bulletin on aisle widths in retail stores on
MONDAY, AUGUST 27th at 10 A.M. in the conference room, second floor, 1660 Mission Street. BOMA members with first
floor retail may wish to participate in this discussion. The proposal will state accessibility requirements for
circulating       within     merchandise pads in retail stores. Merchandise pads are movable racks, shelves, or display units
which contain saleable goods. Current regulations call for an accessible path of 36” but in no case less than 24”. The
details for determining how this will be accommodated, especially in small shops,  will be discussed at this meeting.
For a copy of the draft proposal call the Department of Building Services at 415-558-6205.

BOMA Needs New Reps for Small Business Network Board of Directors
BOMA has been an active participant on the Board of Directors of the San Francisco Small Business Network (SBN) for
many years.  Our current very capable representative, Yvonne Eder, has had to resign for professional reasons. The
SBN, a group of 19 of the leading small business associations in the City, is the broadest based, most diverse business
group in San Francisco, and was instrumental in getting a Small Business Commission established in the city. BOMA
needs     two     people who can be active reps to this organization on behalf our commercial property owners and managers,
preferably from a small building, and (if possible) a city resident. The SBN Board meets monthly. Please call Ken
Cleaveland at 415-362-2662, ext 11 for details if interested!

Did You Know?
Susan McNichol, PG & E's manager of energy research, shared the following information from the California Energy
Commission with BOMA recently:

1.  Office buildings account for 31% of total electric energy demand in the commercial building sector.
2.  Based on a "weather normal" CEC forecast, the large and small office sector accounts for 29,240     giga     -watt

hours of total annual consumption, or     11% of total annual electricity demand for the state    .
3.  Commercial air conditioning accounts for 14.5% of total statewide system peak demand; and
4.  Commercial lighting equates to 11% of total statewide system peak demand.
5.  Combining points #3 and #4 above, therefore, shows that 25.5% of total system peak demand comes from

commercial air conditioning and lighting.       This demonstrates the huge impact our industry could have by cutting        back
lighting and air conditioning -- especially in the hours immediately before a possible blackout!


