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BOMA COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES SET GOALS FOR 2000
The BOMA San Francisco committees and task forces are busy addressing the major issues and concerns of commercial
real estate. This issue of the BOMA Advocate will update you on their activities and goals for 2000. Members are
encouraged to volunteer to serve on these committees and task forces; it’s the surest way to know  what’s happening in
the industry!

    Building Codes   : The BOMA San Francisco Building Codes Task Force reviews and recommends policies
regarding the adoption and implementation of building codes at both the state and local level.  Chaired by Jeffrey
Feldman of IA Associates, this task force reviews code change proposals for disabled access, fire and life safety, seismic
safety, as well as building, mechanical, electrical and plumbing  code proposals.  There are many groups always
working to change or update the existing codes, making it difficult for building owners to keep up with what’s needed to
stay in compliance. This task force will also sponsor a seminar later in the year geared to the new codes and how they
are being implemented/interpreted and enforced in San Francisco.

    Energy Committee   : The Energy Committee, co-chaired by Fred Smothers of Kennedy –Wilson Properties and
Dale Tate of GlenboroughRealty Trust, is responsible for oversight of the existing BOMA Power Pool and for creating
opportunities in the future for members to save money on energy purchases. The committee is currently in negotiations for
a new energy offer from our current power supplier, PG & E Energy Services.

    Governmental Affairs Policy Advisory Committee   : The Governmental Affairs committee, chaired by Margot
Crosman of Danielson Whitehead, is responsible for reviewing and recommending public policy positions to our Board
of Directors. The technical task forces (building codes, recycling, telecommunications, transportation) analyze issues
and submit them for action to the GAPAC and the BOMA Board of Directors. The GAPAC will sponsor a 3-hour Public
Policy Forum September 28 that will feature speakers on the City’s growth limitation policies,  the changes expected
by the City returning to district elections, and current infrastructure needs of the City, including  more parking.

    Political Action Committee    (BOMA-SF-PAC):  The BOMA “PAC” has grown into a real player in recent years
in local elections. The PAC endorses candidates it deems will treat commercial real estate property owners fairly, and
supports/opposes local ballot initiatives that are deemed to affect property owners, their tenants, and visitors in
important ways. The 2000 Chair is Bob Spicker of George Elkins Property Management  and Treasurer is Gene Valla of
The Lurie Company.

    Solid Waste       Recycling    : The Solid Waste Recycling Task Force, chaired by Mark Rumpler of Hines, has an
ambitious series of brown bag luncheon forums planned for the year, as well as a new Commercial Office Recycler of the
Year (CORY) awards program that will recognize the best commercial recyclers  at an annual “dinner at the dump” in
June, thanks to the generosity of Golden Gate Disposal Company.  The Task Force will also update and re-issue its
highly-acclaimed San Francisco Recycling and Hazardous Waste Guide  for commercial property owners this year.

    Telecommunications   : This task force, chaired by Manny Fishman, Esq., Bartko, Zankel, Tarrant & Miller,
reviews the current legislative and technical issues affecting the ever-changing  world of telecommunications, with the
specific focus on how it impacts commercial office buildings. The task force organizes tours of facilities that have
exemplary telecommunication infrastructures, will host another 3-hour seminar July 27 on the latest legal, financial
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and operational considerations when dealing  with telecommunication service providers, and will also re-issue a
completely updated BOMA-SF Telecommunications Guide.

    Transportation   : This task force, chaired by Tim Leonoudakis of City Park, tackles the complicated but
important transportation-related issues affecting the health and vitality of the city’s commercial real estate. The top
concern for 2000 is finding ways to create more parking for the city’s business and residential communities, especially in
this era of parking losses due to new building activity and the impending Bay Bridge retrofit project. Parking problems
will be the subject of BOMA’s April 27 luncheon featuring San Francisco Chronicle columnist Ken Garcia as moderator.

BOMA LEGISLATIVE DAY IN SACRAMENTO MARCH 28
Don’t miss out on an exciting day when you will learn about the key legislative issues facing BOMA California

and have an opportunity to meet state legislators to express your views. Les Spahnn, BOMA California’s state
advocate in Sacramento, will give members an orientation on current bills, and present members with a fact sheet of
information to be shared with our state legislators.  A reception and dinner at a popular Sacramento restaurant will
round out the day for all attendees. Interested BOMA-SF members should contact Ken Cleaveland so transportation
arrangements can be coordinated. (Ph: 415-362-2662, ext. 11 or e-mail: kenc@boma.com)

BOMA ADVOCATE TO BE E-MAILED BEGINNING IN APRIL!
The monthly governmental affairs newsletter, BOMA Advocate, will be electronically sent to     all   members

starting next month, as long as we have your e-mail address. If you are not sure, please e-mail Tory Brubaker at the
BOMA office toryb@boma.com  to ensure you continue to receive every issue!

RECYCLING BROWN BAG FORUMS SCHEDULED
The Solid Waste Recycling Task Force has scheduled FREE one-hour brown bag discussions on three different

recycling topics beginning this month! The sessions will all be held at 12:00 p.m. SHARP at 245 Market Street on the
14th Floor (PG & E’s historic executive offices). Attendees are requested to call BOMA (Mike Greenwood) and reserve
their space(s) as the room will not accommodate more than 25-30 people. The three recycling sessions will focus on:

•March 21 (Tuesday) - “    Recycling         Organics   ” with Chris Levaggi of Golden Gate Disposal and Linda Novy of
Gardner’s Guild as presenters.

•April 20 (Thursday) – “     Keys To A Successfully Involving Your Janitorial Partner in Recycling   ” with Bob
Viola, President of ABC Building Services, as the featured presenter.

•May 17 (Wednesday) – “    Closing The Loop    ” with Bill Parun of August Supply Company and a representative
from the Ft. James Paper Company.

2000 COST THRESHOLD FOR DISABLED ACCESS WORK ANNOUNCED
The San Francisco Department of Building Inspection has announced that $90,895.07 is the official threshold

for small projects that involve  disabled access work. Projects below this amount are subject to at least 20% of the value
being dedicated to providing access, while projects over this amount must fully comply with all upgrade requirements.

GOVERNOR GRAY DAVIS APPOINTS STATE ARCHITECT/BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSIONERS
Stephen Castellanos, 51, of Valley Springs, a partner and architect for 20 years at Derivi Castellanos

Architects, has been appointed the new State Architect.  The State Architect is responsible for reviewing the plans and
construction of publicly funded schools and essential services buildings. The State Architect reviews the building
process to ensure that the plans, their specifications, and the actual construction are in compliance with California‚s
exacting requirements for structural safety, fire and life safety, and accessibility for the building classifications.

The Governor also recently completely revamped the California Building Standards Commission with five new
appointments in February: Timothy J. Brink, the CEO of an Orange County  plumbing contracting company; Sidney L.
Cavenaugh, a representative of the plumbing/pipefitters union; Jimmy H. Hill, the deputy fire chief for the LA Fire
Department; Steven R. Winkel, an architect with Field Paoli Architects of San Francisco; and Anthony P. Sauer, of
Grass Valley, the executive director of the Foundation of Resources for Equality and Employment for the Disabled
(FREED). San Francisco structural engineer Pat Buscovich was also appointed last January to the Commission.  The
CBSC is responsible for codifying and publishing all building standards for public and private buildings.

IRS RAISES SUBSTANTIATION LEVEL FOR BUSINESS EXPENSES TO $75:
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has issued final regulations on the substantiation needed for business

expenses.  Under the new rules, taxpayers will not be required to show documentation for most travel-related expenses
under $75, although costs for all lodging expenses (regardless of price) will still need to be documented.
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CHAIRMAN OF LANDLORD-TENANT SUBSECTION OF STATE BAR TO PRESENT NEW BOOK
Steven MacDonald, Chairman of the Landlord-Tenant Subsection of the California State Bar, will present his

new book Landlord Tenant Solutions in California and answer questions regarding residential and commercial landlord-
tenant situations on Wednesday, March 15, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. at BOOKS, INC. 2251 Chestnut Street, in the Marina, San
Francisco. Free. For more information, contact Michele Caprario at 415-442-0982, ext 14.

.   .    .    .    .   .   .   .   .   .
PACIFIC GAS and ELECTRIC COMPANY’S EXPRESS EFFICIENCY 2000 PROGRAM UPDATE

Most BOMA members are now eligible for PG & E’s Express Efficiency Program thanks to broadened eligibility
rules. The program offers rebates on new energy efficient retrofit installations and technologies.The Express Efficiency
2000 Program now offers rebates to large customers (defined as customers with demand >500 kW, i.e.E19 or E20 rate
schedule). Large customers have a maximum rebate limit of $20,000 per account and $50,000 per corporate parent or
government entity.      Please reserve funds by calling 1-800-468-4743   . In addition to expanding the program to large
customers, new measures have been added and selected rebate amounts have been increased for 2000.  Lighting rebates
are now available for high output T-5 fixtures,    second generation T-8 lamps   , and induction lamps and fixtures. For Air
Conditioning, Refrigeration and Food Service retrofits, rebates are now available for variable frequency drives for
chilled water pumps and evaporative fan controllers. Rebates are also available for gas measures such as hot water
boilers for space heating and domestic hot water.  For the last decade, the Express program has provided rebates to
help small commercial, industrial, and agricultural customers save energy in their existing buildings. To see a full list
of rebate measures, visit      www.pge.com/smarterenergy     and link to the Express Efficiency 2000 website. You can use this
site to download application forms, use automatic rebate calculators and other useful tools.   

UL INVESTIGATES FIELD REPORTS OF “MODEL GB” SERIES FIRE SPRINKLERS
Underwriters Laboratories released a report Febraury 2 reporting recent failures of Model GB series fire

sprinklers with “O-ring” water seals. These sprinklers, manufactured by Central Sprinkler Company, “may leak or not
operate in a fire because they require a higher water pressure to operate than is available in some buildings.” UL
“strongly recommends” building managers equipped with this series of sprinklers, introduced in 1988, to contact their
fire sprinkler service company asap to assess their system to determine if corrective action is necessary. Model GB series
sprinklers being investigated are identified by the following prefixes: GB, GB-ALPHA, GB-J, GB-QR, GB-EC, GB-RS,
GB-20, GB-20QR, GBR, GB-R1, GB-R2, GBR-LF, GB4, GB4-EC, GB4-FR, GB4-QREC, BB1, BB2, BB3, SD1, SD2, SD3,
HIP, ROC, LF, and WS.     Contact BOMA for a copy of the      three page summary with identification drawings   .

SAN FRANCISCO BUILDING DEPARTMENT TO FEATURE BROWN BAG FORUM ON SEISMIC
TRIGGERS

The Department of Building Inspection will host an informal “brown bag” luncheon Thursday, March 16, at 1660
Mission Street, Suite 2001, on what kind of building upgrades will trigger seismic upgrades as well. The session will
feature Bob Bossi and Pat Buscovich, two highly-knowledgeable engineers, with Laurence Kornfield, the City’s Chief
Building Inspector and code expert. Free. Details? Contact Laurence Kornfield at 415-558-6244.

SF SUPERVISOR MARK LENO TO  INTRODUCE LEGISLATION RESTRICTING SIGNS ON
BUILDINGS

San Francisco Supervisor Mark Leno is working on legislation that would restrict an owner’s ability to erect
large outdoor advertisements on exterior building  walls (“wallscapes”). Language is being developed currently by the
City Attorney’s office which will update and clarify the city’s Article 6 of the Planning Code, which governs what and
where outdoor advertising  is acceptable. It will be focused at the types of signs not currently covered by permits, and
will hold owners liable for illegally -placed signage. BOMA members are encouraged to call the office to register their
opinions on this issue: is it important to maintain an owner’s ability to sell exterior wallspace for advertising? Under
what conditions should it be limited?

NON-PROFIT OFFERS SIDEWALK CLEANING SERVICES
Sunrise Sidewalk Cleaners employs members of the Columbia Park Boys and Girls Club in cleaning sidewalks of

grease, oil stains, gum and ground-in dirt. The non-profit organization was started in the Mission District as a way of
providing excellent job training opportunities for youth. For a free estimate or more information, contact 415-861-8202.

* ENVIRONMENTAL Support Solutions *
EPA Refrigerant Compliance Management Training and Indoor Air Quality Management Training Coming to SF!
Classes to be held April 12. Learn how to manage your valuable refrigerants and ensure your organization is in
compliance with EPA regulations. Learn how to implement a program to ensure good IAQ and minimize lawsuits. For
additional information, call ESS at 800-289-6116 ext 8 or check out their website at www.environ.com


