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BOMA WINS BATTLE AGAINST PROPERTY TRANSFER TAX HIKE ON SF BALLOT 
The BOMA San Francisco Political Action Committee went into high gear to defeat 
the city’s attempt (via Proposition L) to double the transfer tax on property 
selling for $1 million or more from .75 to 1.5% and was gratified to see the 
voters turn down the measure by 10% points (55% against, 45% for) on November 5th. 
Much credit is due Jim Christian (Shorenstein) and Jerry Cahill (Calfox) for 
heading up the campaign fundraising effort, without which we would surely have 
lost. With sufficient funds raised, we were able to hire Barnes, Mosher, 
Whitehurst, Lauter & Partners, with Mark Mosher as our campaign manager, and have 
the best political strategist in town placed at our disposal. The campaign 
involved television ads, print ads, and ten separate mailings to citywide and 
targeted voter groups in the city. Our message was simple: the city should reduce 
its expenses before raising taxes, city government is already too large, and the 
process by which this was placed on the ballot at the last moment was unfair, and 
without any public input whatsoever. All BOMA members who contributed, as well as 
other business leaders in San Francisco, are heartily thanked for their help and 
support. And remember: Keeping BOMA’s political action committee financially 
strong will ensure our future successes. Add that extra contribution to your 2003 
dues invoice today!  
 
BOMA SCORES 80% “WIN” on SAN FRANCISCO NOVEMBER 5th BALLOT MEASURES 
Gratefully, BOMA saw most of the issues our organization had taken a position on 
pass or fail as we had hoped. BOMA published a Voters Guide for the first time 
this year, and scored a success in 8 out of 10 positions we took: We supported 
Prop A, the bond to rebuild the Hetch Hetchy water system, and it passed. We 
supported Prop E, to reform the city’s Public Utilities Commission, and it 
passed. We opposed the city takeover of the electric utility company, and it 
failed, while we supported the City Supervisors’ salary increases, which also 
passed. We were especially grateful to see Prop N (Care Not Cash) pass, and its 
competing measure, Prop O, fail. Finally, we saw Prop L go down. The two issues 
which we supported but which failed were Prop M, the Mayor’s Economic Development 
Plan measure, and Prop R, the Home Ownership Program for Everyone (HOPE) which 
would have allowed up to 3400 rental to condo conversions per year.  
BOMA RECYCLER OF THE YEAR AWARDS LUNCHEON NOVEMBER 20th: Reservations Due Today! 
Don’t miss out on the 3rd Annual Commercial Recycler of the Year awards luncheon 
scheduled for Wednesday, November 20th, at the Bill Graham auditorium at Civic 
Center. Due to guarantees which we must give one week out, today (November 13th) 



is the deadline for faxing in your reservation. PLEASE DO IT NOW!!! We have 25 
building entries, 22 restaurants, 7 hotels, and 9 institutional entries to be 
recognized, and some of them will leave with the coveted GOLDEN DUMPSTER awards! 
KCBS radio personality Mike Sugarman will be our Keynote Speaker, and Mark 
Rumpler has put together a spectacular powerpoint show of the top contenders. The 
City’s Director of the Department of the Environment, Jared Blumenfeld, will also 
be on the program. The City will again award winners with $50,000 in cash 
incentives, which is to be used to purchase recycling equipment and to be given 
to employees to motivate them to keep up the good work!  
 
City Considering Adopting Construction and Debris Recycling Permit Requirements 
The City’s Department of the Environment has drafted an ordinance to require a 
special recycling permit be pulled for construction and debris removal from all 
projects of $250,000 in value or more. The goal is to divert 50% of all mixed  
C & D materials, with 100% of source-separated inerts being recycled. (Inerts are 
defined as soil, rock, fully-cured asphalt, concrete, and brick.) A fee will be 
applied with the suggested amount currently .2% of the project cost with a 
minimum fee of $500 and a maximum of $5,000. A deposit will also be required of 
2% of the project cost, with a minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $50,000. For 
additional information, or to make suggestions on this draft proposal, contact 
Kevin Drew at the city’s Department of the Environment at 415-355-3732 or email 
him at Kevin.Drew@sfgov.org.  
 
Department of Building Inspection Issues Final Draft of Disabled Access 
Compliance Status Documentation Permit  
In an action that could save BOMA members thousands of dollars, and hundreds of 
hours of time, the San Francisco Department of Building Inspection finally issued 
its 5th (and final) draft of a new bulletin outlining how members can pull a new 
permit for disabled access documentation of their common areas. This procedure 
will allow (for up to three years) owners to obtain a letter of compliance that 
can then be attached to each tenant improvement permit application, thus 
certifying that the building’s common areas are compliant for disabled access, 
and saving significant time and effort for the owner, design professional and DBI 
staff involved in the review and inspections of the plans for the same space. 
This Administrative Bulletin #056 will be administered by Spencer Gosch at the 
DBI. For technical questions, contact Laurence Kornfield at 415-558-6244.   
 
Upcoming Department of Building Inspection Brown Bag Luncheons   
The City’s Department of Building Inspection has organized “brown bag” luncheons 
for several years on different topics of interest to the industry. They are free 
and open to the public, and are held in Room 2001 at 1660 Mission Street. The two 
ast sessions for 2002 are: l

 November 21 – Retaining Wall and Shoring: Holding Back the Earth! (Speaker 
To Be Announced) 
 December 19 – Uncovering the History of your home or building in SF with 
Jeremy Paul, Permit Consultant, and Alan Whiteside of the DBI Records Management 
Division.  
 
New Withholding Requirements on Real Estate Sales by State Franchise Tax Board 
A new, and sneaky way to hold more of your money for longer periods has been 
quietly passed into law, and becomes effective January 1, 2003. Specifically, 
escrow companies will now have to withhold 3 1/3 per cent of the sales price of 
any real estate sold that is over $100,000, not a personal residence, and not a 
1031 exchange, 1033 involuntary conversion or a foreclosure. The only exception 
to the withholding requirement is if the seller signs under penalty of perjury 
that there is a loss on the sale. This means that even if there is just $1 of 
gain on a sales price of $400,000 (for example), the escrow company must withhold 
$13,332 and remit it to the FTB within 20 days following the close of escrow. 
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This withholding requirement had previously only applied to sales by non-
residents. 
 
New State Building Codes Effective November 1, 2002 
The 2001 San Francisco Codes, including the Building, Plumbing, Mechanical, 
Electrical, and Housing Codes, became effective November 1st. The San Francisco 
Codes include the California Codes and the San Francisco Amendments. Copies of 
the 2001 San Francisco code amendments are available online at 
www.generalcode.com. Click on E-code online library and find California/San 
Francisco. For copies of the 2001 California Codes, you must order them from the 
International Conference of Building Officials, Publication Department, by 
telephoning 800-423-6587.  
 
DBI Issues New Administrative Bulletins for Fire/Life Safety and Disabled Access 
On September 18th, the San Francisco DBI issued 13 administrative bulletins 
covering a number of plan review and permit procedures affecting office 
buildings. Here is the list: 
 AB 005: Procedures for Approval of Local Equivalencies 
 AB 009: Local Equivalency for Approval of New Openings in New and Existing 
Building Property Line Walls 
 AB 010: Local Equivalency for Approval of Communicating Openings Between 
Buildings on Separate Properties 
 AB 013: Application of Disabled Access Provisions to Historic Buildings 
 AB 018: Local Equivalency for Approval of Emergency Escape or Rescue Windows 
at Courts and Lightwells 
 AB 019: Local Equivalency for Approval of Fire Escapes as a Required Means 
of Egress 
 AB 020: Local Equivalency for Exiting Through a Garage Area for Type V, 
Group R Buildings 
 AB 023: Tower Crane Site Safety Plans 
 AB 028: Pre-application and Pre-addendum Plan Review Procedures 
 AB 035: Procedure for Assigning Street Numbers (Addresses) 
 AB 042: Procedure for Requesting Variance, New Materials, or Alternate 
Methods of Construction before the Board of Examiners 
 AB 043: Ventilation of Public Spaces in Group R Occupancies 
 AB 046: Special Inspection and Structural Observation Procedures 
 
For details or a copy of any of the above bulletins, contact Laurence Kornfield, 
Chief Building Inspector for the DBI at 415-558-6244.  
 
Ready for the Big One? San Francisco’s Fire Codes Require You Have a Plan!  
Appendix VI-E spells out the Earthquake Preparedness, Fire and Disaster Plan all 
buildings must have. Here are some of the elements: 

1. A statement of its purpose and objectives; 
2. Guidelines for establishing a building/company emergency committee; 
3. A building/company organization and line of authority chart; 
4. Procedures for the assignment of personnel to specific tasks and 

responsibilities; 
5. Procedures for recalling key personnel; 
6. Notification priority procedures for staff members, tenants, and others 

in the building. Names and telephone numbers shall be included; 
7. Procedures for using alarm systems, signals and alert systems; 
8. Procedures for maintaining building security; 
9. Public information dissemination procedures; 
10. Evacuation and relocation plans and procedures, including evacuation 

routes and assembly areas for disaster scenarios including fires and 
earthquakes; 

11. Procedures for maintaining a record of relocation for each business and 
individual; 
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12. A list of emergency utilities and supplies, including gas, electricity, 
water, food, and their location; 

13. Contact phone numbers for emergency fire, police, and medical support; 
14. Procedures for administering self-help and emergency medical care; 
15. The location of fire extinguishers and other emergency supplies. 

Note: An evacuation/relocation plan shall be posted in many places on each floor 
of the building. Contact the SFFD Bureau of Fire Prevention for further details: 
415-558-3300. To check out the SF Fire codes online, check www.ci.sf.ca.us and 
click on Municipal Codes, then click on Fire Code.  
 
Authorized Alarm Companies: Do You Have The Latest Listing?  
The San Francisco Fire Department distributed its latest listing of companies who 
are authorized to provide UL Certificates for fire alarm systems in San Francisco 
at the recent BOMA Codes Seminar October 10th. The 6 page listing of companies (as 
of July 31, 2002) is available from the BOMA office. If you don’t have this list, 
contact Francine Anderson at 415-362-2662, ext 10 for a faxed copy. 
 
The Newsracks Are Coming! The Newsracks Are Coming! 
Good News. The City will finally begin installing the pedestal newsracks starting 
on Market Street early in 2003. The lawsuits are finally over, and the city can 
now proceed with the placement of these handsome dark green pedestal multi-
publication newsracks. The units will be privately maintained. Questions? Contact 
Dan Brugman, Newsrack Manager, at the Department of Public Works, 415-554-6920.  
 
Ever Wonder Which Industries Support Which Political Parties? 
Now that the November 5th Election is over, the Center for Responsible Politics 
issued its 2002 summary of how the nation’s industries contributed to both the 
Republican and Democratic parties. Here is how it looked: 

Ran
k Industry Amount Dem

s 
Repub

s Contribution Tilt 

1  Lawyers/Law Firms  $59,313,55
4  72% 28% Strongly Democratic  

2  Retired  $50,216,24
1  36% 64% Leans Republican  

3  Securities/Invest  $39,428,47
5  46% 54% On the Fence  

4  Real Estate  $38,522,85
3  47% 53% On the Fence  

5  TV/Movies/Music  $29,373,49
2  77% 23% Strongly Democratic  

6  Insurance  $26,178,25
4  31% 68% Strongly Republican  

7  Health Professionals  $24,746,16
3  37% 62% Leans Republican  

8  Computer 
Equip/Svcs  

$18,247,50
5  49% 50% On the Fence  

 4

http://www.ci.sf.ca.us/
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=K01%20%20
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=W06%20%20
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=F07%20%20
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=F10%20%20
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=B02%20%20
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=F09%20%20
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=H01%20%20
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=B12%20%20
http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=B12%20%20


9  Pharm/Health Prod  $18,083,40
9  27% 73% Strongly Republican  

10  Oil & Gas  $17,626,23
8  20% 80% Strongly Republican  

11  Leadership PACs  $17,116,60
4  40% 60% Leans Republican  

12  Electric Utilities  $15,564,51
6  33% 67% Strongly Republican  

13  Public Sector Unions  $15,322,93
4  93% 7% Solidly 

Democratic  

14  Business Services  $14,541,72
4  44% 56% On the Fence  

15  Commercial Banks  $13,495,84
1  37% 63% Leans Republican  

16  Bldg Trade Unions  $12,752,60
8  90% 9% Solidly 

Democratic  

17  Industrial Unions  $12,496,16
7  98% 1% Solidly Democratic 

18  Misc Mfg/Distrib  $12,134,08
4  24% 76% Strongly Republican  

19  Telephone Utilities  $11,396,51
2  41% 59% Leans Republican  

20  General Contractors  $11,107,52
7  30% 70% Strongly Republican  

 

METHODOLOGY: The numbers on this page are based on contributions from PACs, soft money donors, and individuals giving $200 or more. All 
donations took place during the election cycle and released by the Federal Election Commission on Monday, September 09, 2002. Feel free to distribute 
or cite this material, but please credit the Center for Responsive Politics.  
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